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						Because an insurance company’s ratings are an indicator of its financial strength and ability to honor its contractual obligations to policyholders, it should always be considered prior to purchasing any annuity. There are four main rating agencies: A.M. Best, Standard & Poor’s, Moody’s and Fitch. Each of these rating agencies use their own proprietary scale to rate an insurance company. Their rating refers only to the financial strength of the insurance company and is not a recommendation of a particular annuity product. Below you will find a table that outlines each of these four rating agencies letter grade scales and their meaning.
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																A.M. Best	Standard & Poor's	Moody's	Fitch Ratings
	1.	A++

Superior	AAA

Extremely Strong	Aaa

Exceptional	AAA

Exceptionally Strong
	2.	A+

Superior	AA+

Very Strong	Aa1

Excellent	AA+

Very Strong
	3.	A

Excellent	AA

Very Strong	Aa2

Excellent	AA

Very Strong
	4.	A-

Excellent	AA-

Very Strong	Aa3

Excellent	AA-

Very Strong
	5.	B++

Good	A+

Strong	A1

Good	A+

Strong
	6.	B+

Good	A

Strong	A2

Good	A

Strong
	7.	B

Fair	A-

Strong	A3

Good	A-

Strong
	8.	B-

Fair	BBB+

Good	Baa1

Adequate	BBB+

Good
	9.	C++

Marginal	BBB

Good	Baa2

Adequate	BBB

Good
	10.	C+

Marginal	BBB-

Good	Baa3

Adequate	BBB-

Good
	11.	C

Weak	BB+

Marginal	Ba1

Questionable	BB+

Moderately Weak
	12.	C-

Weak	BB

Marginal	Ba2

Questionable	BB

Moderately Weak
	13.	D

Poor	BB-

Marginal	Ba3

Questionable	BB-

Moderately Weak
	14.	E

Under Regulatory Supervision	B+

Weak	B1

Poor	B+

Weak
	15.	F

In Liquidation	B

Weak	B2

Poor	B

Weak
	16.	
	B-

Weak	B3

Poor	B-

Weak
	17.	
	CCC+

Very Weak	Caa1

Very Poor	CCC+

Very Weak
	18.	
	CCC

Very Weak	Caa2

Very Poor	CCC

Very Weak
	19.	
	CCC-

Very Weak	Caa3

Very Poor	CCC-

Very Weak
	20.	
	CC

Extremely Weak	Ca

Extremely Poor	CC

Extremely Weak
	21.	
	
	C

Lowest	C

Distressed
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							COMDEX ranking is a composite of all the ratings that a company has received from A.M. Best, Standard & Poor’s, Moody’s and Fitch.  It gives the company’s standing, on a scale of 1-100, in relation to all other companies that have been rated by the rating services.  A company needs to be rated by at least two rating services to receive a COMDEX.



							Ratings reflect the opinions of the rating agencies and are not implied warranties of an insurance company’s ability to meet its financial obligations to policyholders.



						

														

			

		

		
		
		
						
						
			
				
					
												
								
	
	
	


						

						
												
													

											

				


				
					

							Legal Information
	Privacy Policy
	Contact Us
	Site Map


													Copyright © 1999-2024 AnnuityAdvantage®


						

						

						

						

												Rates are based on current interest rates and are subject to change at any time. Some first year yields/rates reflect the fixed rate plus a premium bonus or interest rate enhancement. Upfront bonuses are frequently subject to a vesting schedule. Not all annuities are available in all states. Surrender charges may apply to withdrawals during the surrender period. A 10% IRS penalty may apply to withdrawals prior to age 59 ½. Annuity product guarantees rely on the financial strength and claims-paying ability of the issuing insurer. Annuities are not guaranteed by any bank or credit union and are not insured by the FDIC or any other federal government agency. Information presented on this website is not intended as tax or legal advice. You are encouraged to seek tax or legal advice from a qualified professional.
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